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Evolution of China City Economic Growth Spatial Distribution Patterns

SHEN Li,LIN Dongdong
(School of Finance, Shandong University of Finance and Economics, Jinan 250014, China)

Abstract ; Based on the panel data of China prefecture — level cities from 2002 to 2013, this paper studies the e-
volution of economic growth spatial distribution patterns in 286 China prefecture — level cities by adopting combined
Lisa chart analysis and the cold heat map analysis. The results show that firstly, in terms of general spatial pattern
the regional economic growth in these prefecture —level cities present significant spatial dependence and spatial het-
erogeneity while the similar units flock together in geographical space, presenting a spatial clustering effect, and sec-
ondly, the hotspot areas mainly gather in the Yangtze River Delta, Pearl River Delta and the Bohai Rim region while
the cold — point areas mainly gather in the northwest and southwest regions. In the sample data investigation period,
the general difference in China city economic growth presents a narrowing trend with growth hotspots gradually shifted
to the northward and west and growth cold points shifted to the coastal areas.

Keywords: city economic growth; spatial distribution pattern; Lisa chart analysis; cold heat map analysis
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