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International Comparison and Enlightenment from Intergovernmental Division

of Social Assistance Administrative Power and Expenditure Responsibility

WANG Min, LIU Mengqi
( China Academy of Financial Sciences, Beijing 100142, China)

Abstract; The division of administrative power and expenditure responsibility between central and local
governments is an important part of straightening out the relationship between central and local financial allocation
and improving the financial and power system of central and local governments. Social assistance plays an important
role in ensuring social security, reflecting social equity and promoting social stability. Through analyzing the division
of social assistance administrative power in the United States, Japan, Australia and other countries as well as the
data of the division of expenditure responsibility between central and local governments in 24 countries including
Britain, Russia and Brazil, it is concluded that the division of social assistance administrative power and expenditure
responsibility between governments should be standardized and legalized, and that the central government should
assume decision — making power, and the local government should undertake specific affairs while the central
government assumes the main expenditure responsibility. All these experiences are hoped to provide a reference for
the reform of the division of social assistance administrative power and expenditure responsibility between
governments in China.
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