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Does Village Management by the Rich Help to Reduce Poverty in Rural Areas?

HU Lian' ,LU Yang’,SHEN Pengcheng”, WANG Sangui’
(1. Institute of Urban and Rural Development Research, Anhui University of Finance and Economics, Bengbu
233000, China ;2. School of Economics, Anhui University of Finance and Economics, Bengbu 233000, China;
3. School of Agricultural and Rural Development, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract ; Village management by the rich has gradually become the mainstream mode of rural management, and
controversies about its advantages and disadvantages have been existing in theoretical circles. Under the background
of vigorous implementation of precise poverty alleviation in China, it is of positive practical significance to study
whether village management by the rich is conducive to poverty reduction in rural areas. Our empirical research based
on survey data shows that village management by the rich is not conducive to poverty reduction in rural areas, and
that village management by the rich can lead to the capture of elites in archiving, licensing and poverty alleviation
projects, thus affecting poverty reduction in rural areas. If the village — level management is perfect, village
management by the rich can play a positive role and is conducive to poverty reduction in rural areas; but on the
contrary, it is not conducive to poverty reduction in rural areas. Therefore, it is necessary to strengthen the
supervision of the rich village cadres, establish the supervisory system in the operation of the villages, gradually
implement and perfect villagers” council system, improve rural management, and guide the rich village cadres to
become a constructive force for precise poverty alleviation and rural revitalization. The conclusions of this study have
important implications for implementing precise poverty alleviation and rural revitalization strategy.

Key words :village management by the rich; rural poverty reduction; elite capture ;village—level management
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