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Dynamic Change of Comparative Advantage

of China Aquatic Product Foreign Trade

SHAO Guilan' ,ZHANG Xianfei' ,LI Chen'”
(1.School of Economics, Ocean University of China, Qingdao 266100, China;
2. Institute of Ocean Development, Ocean University of China, Qingdao 266100, China)

Abstract : By adopting the UN trade database SITC to encode 5—digit trade data and based on symmetric display
comparative advantage index, technical complexity index and export product unit value, this paper innovatively
studies the dynamic changes of the comparative advantage of China aquatic product foreign trade one by one, and
conducts an empirical analysis of the added value of water products in export trade and the liquidity of comparative
advantage by Quah dynamic distribution method. The results show that from 2000 to 2016, the comparative advantage
of China aquatic products shows a strong liquidity while the overall comparative advantage shows a downward trend.
By 2016, only 44.68% of China export aquatic products have a comparative advantage, and meanwhile the
probability of China aquatic products forming new comparative advantages is relatively low. In the past 17 years,
15% of the aquatic products lost their comparative advantage and the comparative advantage of inferior aquatic
products have not been improved. At present, most of the aquatic products with comparative advantages in China are
low —tech and low — quality primary aquatic products, and the upgrading and transformation process of aquatic
products” added value is slow. Accordingly, it is suggested that China should coordinate international and domestic
markets, establish diversified and stable import and export channels, change the extensive production and operation
mode, actively develop middle and high—end processed products, strengthen quality management, and optimize
aquaculture structure.

Key words : aquatic product foreign trade ; comparative advantage ; dynamic change; Quah distribution dynamic
method
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