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Emergency Allocation of Mask Resources in China under the Shock of Major
Public Health Emergency: A Case Study of COVID-19 Prevention and Control

MA Jinhua, ZHANG Jiyun
(School of Public Finance and Taxation, Ceniral University of Finance and Economics, Beijing 100081, China)

Abstract : A pandemic caused by the COVID—-19 pneumonia spread rapidly from Wuhan, Hubei Province to the
whole country at the beginning of 2020 and became another major public health emergency after the SARS epidemic
in 2003. Under the shock of this pandemic, the resource shortage of masks as an essential and important medical and
civil protective materials has become one of the key words in the process of the pandemic development. The
emergency allocation of masks and other protective materials should be based on the pandemic development and
change as well as short—term market supply and demand to flexibly select the resource allocation principles of Priority
to Follow and Combination to Follow so as to realize as far as possible the accurate and effective allocation of the rare
mask resources in an extraordinary period. During the COVID - 19 pandemic, the emergency allocation of mask
resources in China has such problems as insufficient daily storage of mask resources, the recovery of mask production
capacity in the early stage lagging behind the pandemic development because of technical constraints and Spring
Festival factors, a short—term disorder in the management and distribution of donated mask resources in some areas,
and over —intervention of some local governments in the emergency allocation of mask resources. Therefore, the
government should properly control or regulate the mask market and make a good combination of " market and
government" , give full play to the emergency protection role of emergency procurement and establish an emergency
procurement system, provide convenient conditions for the production and transportation of masks and allocate the
mask resources in the civil market by means of information technology, establish a strategic reserve system for anti—
pandemic protective materials such as masks, set up scientifically the emergency allocation index system of medical
protective resources, perfect the reception and management of donated materials such as masks during the pandemic
period, and improve the transparency of the use and distribution of donated materials.

Key words : major public health emergency; mask resource; emergency allocation; COVID-19 pandemic
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